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Journal Club 1
Educational subject description sheet

Basic information

Study programme
Stosunki międzynarodowe (English programme)

Speciality
-

Organizational unit
Faculty of Political Studies and Journalism

Study level
First-cycle programme

Study form
Full-time

Education profile
General academic

Didactic cycle
2023/24

Subject code
14SMES.14K.11293.23

Lecture languages
English

Course type
Obligatory

Block
Major subjects

Subject coordinator Piotr Baranowski

Lecturer Piotr Baranowski

Period
Semester 3

Activities and hours
• Classes: 15, Graded credit

Number of
ECTS points
1

Goals

Code Goal

C1 Familiarise students with different research approaches of international relations.

C2 Enable students to identify basic concepts used to structure an argument in a paper.

C3 Familiarise students with the most influential papers in the discipline.

C4 Enhance critical thinking skills and abilities to judge the value of particular paper.
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Subject learning outcomes

Code Outcomes in terms of Learning outcomes Examination methods

Knowledge – Student:

W1 Is able to identify different research approaches of
international relations: qualitative, quantitative,
interpretative, systemic, descriptive and speculative.

SME_K1_W01,
SME_K1_W03,
SME_K1_W09,
SME_K1_W11

Oral statement,
Presentation of the
theoretical thesis

W2 Is able to establish a link between papers analysed
and theories of IR.

SME_K1_W01,
SME_K1_W09

Oral statement,
Presentation of the
theoretical thesis

Skills – Student:

U1 Is able to follow the line of argumentation presented in
analysed scientific papers and identify common
themes in each of them.

SME_K1_U01,
SME_K1_U06,
SME_K1_U10

Oral statement, Practical
credit (performance
analysis), Presentation of
the theoretical thesis

U2 Is able to re-trace a thought process behind an
argument structure in a given paper.

SME_K1_U01,
SME_K1_U06,
SME_K1_U10

Presentation of the
theoretical thesis

U3 Has enhanced one's command of English and self-
confidence.

SME_K1_U06,
SME_K1_U10

Oral statement

U4 Is able to work in a small group and take responsibility
for the effects of that cooperation.

SME_K1_U09,
SME_K1_U10

Practical credit
(performance analysis),
Presentation of the
theoretical thesis

Social competences – Student:

K1 Is able to assess a quality of the evidence presented in
the paper.

SME_K1_K01 Oral statement, Practical
credit (performance
analysis), Presentation of
the theoretical thesis

Study content

No. Course content Subject learning
outcomes Activities

1. Introductory class - presentation of the most important
trends in IR research

W1, U3 Classes

2.  Quantitative Analysis - analysis of Andrey V.
Korotayev, Leonid M. Issaev, Sergey Yu. Malkov, Alisa
R.Shishkina, The Arab Spring: A Quantitative Analysis,
Arab Studies Quarterly, Vol. 36, No. 2 (Spring 2014)

W1, W2, U1, U2, U3, U4,
K1

Classes

3. Case study - analysing Hafez Ghanem, Roots of the
Arab Spring, The Arab Spring Five Years Later,
Brookings Institution Press 2016, pp. 39-64. 

W1, W2, U1, U2, U3, U4,
K1

Classes

4. Descriptive analysis - Francis Fukuyama, The End of
History?, The National Interest, Summer 1989. 

W1, W2, U1, U2, U3, U4,
K1

Classes

5. Methodology of IR research - Sindal D., The Game
Theory of International Politics, World Politics, vol. 38,
no. 1 (Oct. 1985). 

W1, W2, U1, U2, U3, U4,
K1

Classes
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No. Course content Subject learning
outcomes Activities

6. Ontology, Epistemology and Fundamental Questions in
IR - Jervis R., System Effects. Complexity and the
Analysis of Political and Social Life, Political Science
Quarterly, Vol. 112, No. 4 (Winter, 1997-1998).

W1, W2, U1, U2, U3, U4,
K1

Classes

7. Teleological Approach to International System - Wendt
A., Why a World State is Inevitable, Teleology and the
Logic of Anarchy, University of Chicago 2003. 

W1, W2, U1, U2, U3, U4,
K1

Classes

Additional information

Activities Teaching and learning methods and activities

Classes Discussion, Work with text, Work in groups

Activities Credit conditions

Classes Students participating in this course are to read assigned work and then present it to the class,
as if they were the authors of the text.
After the presentation is completed the tutor chooses three people from the audience to act as
reviewers.
These will have to ask questions about the text, trying to point out its weaknesses, while the
authors will be defending its merit. 
During the course of the class every student will act in both capacities - presenting and
reviewing. The final mark is an average of these two components. 
Additional point are being granted for participation - students are encoraged to ask questions,
even if they are not the reviewers at particular time. 
Students are allowed one absence. 
Any aditional absence can be made up for during duty hours of the tutor. 
Each absence that is not made up for results in decreading the final mark of the student by
0,5. 

Literature
Obligatory

Detlef F. Sprinz and Yael Wolinsky-Nahmias, Methodology in International Relations Research, University of Michigan1.
Press, 2004, pp. 1-16.
Andrey V. Korotayev, Leonid M. Issaev, Sergey Yu. Malkov, Alisa R.Shishkina, The Arab Spring: A Quantitative2.
Analysis, Arab Studies Quarterly, Vol. 36, No. 2 (Spring 2014)
Hafez Ghanem, Roots of the Arab Spring, The Arab Spring Five Years Later, Brookings Institution Press 2016, pp.3.
39-64.
Sindal D., The Game Theory of International Politics, World Politics, vol. 38, no. 1 (Oct. 1985).4.
Francis Fukuyama, The End of History?, The National Interest, Summer 1989.5.
Jervis R., System Effects. Complexity and the Analysis of Political and Social Life, Political Science Quarterly, Vol. 112,6.
No. 4 (Winter, 1997-1998).
Wendt A., Why a World State is Inevitable, Teleology and the Logic of Anarchy, University of Chicago 2003.7.

Optional

Ole Waever - Securitization and Desecuritization, in: R. D. Lipschutz, On Security, Columbia University Press 1995.1.

Calculation of ECTS points
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Activities Activity hours*

Classes 15

Reading the indicated literature 15

Student workload Hours
30

Number of ECTS points ECTS
1

* academic hour = 45 minutes
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Efekty uczenia się dla kierunku

Kod Treść

SME_K1_K01 The graduate is ready to krytycznego analizowania posiadanej wiedzy oraz dostępnych źródeł i informacji
oraz uzupełniania ich w oparciu o ekspertyzy i źródła naukowe

SME_K1_U01
The graduate can wykorzystać podstawową wiedzę teoretyczną i pozyskiwać dane do opisywania,
interpretowania, oceniania, analizowania i rozwiązywania złożonych i nietypowych problemów społecznych
(politycznych, prawnych, gospodarczych) charakterystycznych dla nauki o stosunkach międzynarodowych

SME_K1_U06
The graduate can przygotowywać wystąpienia ustne i brać udział w debacie, w języku polskim i języku
obcym o tematyce stosunków międzynarodowych, w trakcie których potrafi omówić zagadnienie
szczegółowe z zakresu stosunków międzynarodowych, a także przedstawiać i oceniać różne stanowiska

SME_K1_U09 The graduate can współdziałać z innymi członkami zespołu w celu definiowania i realizowania jego celów

SME_K1_U10
The graduate can posługiwać się językiem obcym zgodnie z wymaganiami określonymi dla poziomu B2
Europejskiego Systemu Opisu Kształcenia Językowego oraz zna terminy właściwe dla nauki o stosunkach
międzynarodowych

SME_K1_W01
The graduate knows and understands zasady funkcjonowania człowieka w społeczeństwie, w szczególności
jako podmiotu konstytuującego organizacje i instytucje polityczne, również te o charakterze
międzynarodowym

SME_K1_W03 The graduate knows and understands w zaawansowanym stopniu metody i teorie wyjaśniające relacje
między strukturami i instytucjami międzynarodowymi

SME_K1_W09
The graduate knows and understands słownictwo (w szczególności charakterystyczne dla nauki o
stosunkach międzynarodowych), także w języku obcym, umożliwiające rozumienie i tworzenie różnych
rodzajów tekstów pisanych i mówionych, formalnych i nieformalnych

SME_K1_W11
The graduate knows and understands w stopniu zaawansowanym wyzwania związane z ekonomicznymi,
prawnymi i etycznymi uwarunkowaniami działalności zawodowej typowej dla specjalisty z dziedziny nauki o
stosunkach międzynarodowych


